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TRUSTEES’  REPORT. 


Wrentham,  Mass.,  Dec.  1,  1907. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor ,  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  and 

the  State  Board  of  Insanity. 

The  trustees  have  the  honor  to  present  this  their  first  annual 
report,  for  the  year  ending  Nov.  30,  1907. 

The  trustees  appointed  to  secure  land  under  chapter  508  of 
the  Acts  of  1906  were  organized  in  October,  1906,  with  the 
election  of  Albert  L.  Harwood  as  chairman  and  Ellerton  James 
as  secretary. 

The  first  work  of  the  trustees  was  to  secure  a  location  for  the 
institution  contemplated  by  said  act  of  the  Legislature.  They 
were  informed  by  the  State  Board  of  Insanity  that  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  patients  who  would  ultimately  find  a  home  in 
such  an  institution  would  come  from  the  metropolitan  district 
and  the  easterly  part  of  the  State,  and  that  comparatively  few 
would  come  to  such  an  institution  from  the  western  counties. 
It  therefore  seemed  desirable  to  the  trustees  that  the  new  insti¬ 
tution  should  he  located  south  or  southwesterly  from  Boston, 
within  easy  distance  from  that  city,  and  also  be  easy  of  access 
from  the  cities  and  towns  in  the  easterly  portions  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  as  from  these  sections  a  large  number  of  inmates 
will  probably  he  received. 

After  investigating  several  locations,  one  was  discovered  in 
the  town  of  Wrentham  which  the  trustees  ascertained  could  be 
purchased  for  a  reasonable  sum.  They  therefore,  after  secur¬ 
ing  the  approval  of  the  State  Board  of  Insanity  and  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  and  Council,  proceeded  to  bond  the  land  for  the  proposed 
location,  and  they  have  purchased  and  caused  to  be  conveyed 
to  the  Commonwealth  about  450  acres  of  land,  which  largely 
consists  of  good  tillage  land  for  the  farm,  and  affords  an  ex- 
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cellent  site  for  an  institution  which  would  accommodate  from 
1,000  to  1,500  patients.  On  this  location  has  been  found  an 
abundant  water  supply  to  he  obtained  from  driven  wells,  of  a 
quality  which  the  State  Board  of  Health  has  pronounced  excel¬ 
lent.  There  is  upon  this  location  a  large  amount  of  stone  suit¬ 
able  for  foundation  and  building  purposes,  and  plenty  of  sand 
and  gravel  of  the  right  quality  for  use  in  building.  These 
elements  in  themselves  will  prove,  in  the  construction  of  the 
buildings  for  the  institution,  a  great  saving  of  money  for  the 
Commonwealth.  All  of  the  land  bonded  has  been  conveyed  ex¬ 
cept  one  tract,  upon  which  a  deposit  of  $20  was  made,  and 
which  the  owner,  finding  later  that  it  was  going  to  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  refused  to  convey.  This  matter  has  been  turned  over 
to  the  Attorney-General.  All  the  land,  upon  which  are  several 
buildings  which  can  he  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  institution, 
cost  the  Commonwealth  the  sum  of  $36,973. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  1907,  the  new  institution  was 
named  the  Wrentham  State  School. 

After  the  land  had  been  acquired,  the  trustees  elected  as 
superintendent  and  treasurer  Dr.  George  L.  Wallace,  who  had 
for  many  years  been  an  assistant  of  Dr.  Eernald  in  the  school 
at  Waverley.  Immediately  after  the  election  of  the  superintend¬ 
ent,  the  trustees  directed  him  to  study  for  a  time  institutions 
which  are  devoted  to  the  care  of  the  feeble-minded.  In  carry¬ 
ing  out  the  directions  of  the  trustees,  Dr.  Wallace  visited  sev¬ 
eral  institutions  in  the  west,  and  learned  what  they  were  doing 
and  the  manner  in  which  their  patients  were  housed  and  treated. 
This  information  covers  not  only  a  knowledge  of  the  most  ex¬ 
cellent  work  done  in  our  own  Commonwealth,  but  of  that  which 
is  done  elsewhere,  and  will  prove,  we  believe,  a  great  benefit  to 
the  trustees  and  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Legislature  of  1906  made  an  appropriation  of  $50,000 
for  the  purposes  of  the  institution,  and  the  Legislature  of  1907 
an  appropriation  of  $25,000.  With  these  appropriations  steps 
were  taken  in  the  early  summer  of  1907  to  fit  up  a  house  on 
the  premises  for  a  superintendent’s  home  and  an  office.  This 
was  done  at  an  expense  of  $2,206.89  expended  on  .the  building, 
and  $797.88  for  furnishing  the  same.  This  house  is  now  con¬ 
venient  and  commodious,  and  will  answer  its  purpose  for  many 
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years.  The  barn,  which  is  near  the  house,  has  furnished  an 
excellent  place  for  the  storage  of  supplies  and  farm  vehicles. 

Another  house  on  the  premises  was  fitted  up  for  a  camp  for 
10  working  boys,  who  were  transferred  by  the  State  Board  of 
Insanity  to  this  institution  in  June,  1907.  These  boys  have 
taken  a  great  interest  in  the  work  that  has  been  carried  on  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer,  as  the  superintendent  has  more  particularly 
set  forth  in  his  report. 

Although  the  trustees  were  disappointed  by  the  smallness  of 
the  sum  appropriated  for  their  use,  they  have  been  enabled  to 
do  considerable  work,  and  the  institution  has  been  started  on 
what  they  believe  to  be  an  efficient  and  economical  basis. 

One  of  the  houses  is  being  fitted  up  for  a  house  for  attend¬ 
ants,  and  with  a  kitchen  and  dining  room  for  a  group  of  50  or 
60  working  boys.  The  barn  on  this  property  has  been  moved 
back  to  a  proper  location,  and,  with  an  outlay  of  a  small  sum  of 
money,  will  be  as  commodious  and  convenient  as  a  new  build¬ 
ing  which  would  cost  from  $6,000  to  $8,000.  Two  dormitories, 
similar  to  those  erected  by  the  Massachusetts  State  School  at 
Baldwinville,  are  in  process  of  erection,  and  in  the  early  spring 
the  trustees  will  be  enabled  to  receive  at  least  50  boys  into  the 
institution. 

Eor  the  coming  year  the  trustees  recommend  an  appropria¬ 
tion  based  upon  estimates  secured  by  the  trustees  as  required  by 
chapter  520  of  the  Acts  of  1907,  for  the  following  purposes:  — 

First.  > —  Eor  putting  in  a  system  of  driven  wells,  erection  of 
a  water  tower,  pumps  and  piping  the  same,  the  sum  of  $12,000. 

Second.  —  Eor  the  erection  and  furnishing  of  two  dormi¬ 
tories,  accommodating  from  50  to  60  inmates  each,  the  sum  of 
$90,000. 

Third.  —  Eor  the  erection  of  a  power  house,  which  can  be 
enlarged  as  the  institution  grows,  two  boilers,  piping,  conduit, 
plumbing  and  electric  wiring,  the  sum  of  $38,000. 

Fourth.  —  Eor  the  erection  and  equipment  of  a  service  build¬ 
ing,  which  will  include  kitchen  and  bakery,  which  shall  be  suffi¬ 
cient  for  at  least  500  inmates,  the  sum  of  $36,000. 

Fifth.  —  Eor  an  employees’  building,  and  for  furnishing  the 
same,  the  sum  of  $13,500. 

They  therefore  recommend  to  the  Legislature  an  appropria- 
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tion  for  the  construction  work  to  be  carried  on  in  the  year  1908 
of  $189,500. 

The  trustees  also  ask  for  an  appropriation  of  $2,000  with 
which  to  purchase  stock  for  the  farm,  and  for  additional  farm¬ 
ing  tools. 

The  trustees  hope  to  be  able  during  the  session  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature  to  report  plans  and  estimates  for  a  spur  track  from  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  to  the  proposed 
site  for  the  institution,  as  they  feel  confident  that  they  will  be 
able  to  show  conclusively  that  such  a  track  will  be  the  means  of 
a  great  saving  to  the  Commonwealth  in  the  transportation  of 
building  materials,  and  later  of  supplies  for  the  institution. 

The  engineer  employed  by  the  trustees  assures  them  that  the 
disposal  of  sewage  will  not  be  a  difficult  or  expensive  matter, 
which  certainly  is  true  for  a  few  years  at  least. 

For  the  financial  statement  of  the  manner  in  which  the  ap¬ 
propriations  already  made  have  been  expended,  the  trustees 
respectfully  refer  to  the  treasurer’s  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALBERT  L.  HARWOOD. 

ELLERTON  JAMES. 

JOHN  J.  CONNOR. 

WALTER  CHANNING. 

MARY  STEWART  SCOTT. 

SUSANNA  W.  BERRY. 

HERBERT  PARSONS. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


Wrentham,  Mass.,  Nov.  30,  1907. 
To  the  Trustees  of  the  Wrentham  State  School. 

I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  you  the  first  annual  report 
of  the  Wrentham  State  School. 

In  April  was  begun  the  remodelling  of  one  of  the  old  houses 
for  the  superintendent’s  home.  In  this  were  installed  a  hot- 
water  heater  and  a  good  plumbing  system.  It  was  papered  and 
painted  throughout,  and  for  the  most  part  new  floors  laid.  This 
house  was  occupied  July  3,  and,  in  addition  to  making  an  ex¬ 
cellent  superintendent’s  home,  has  been  the  administration  house 
as  well. 

Another  house  was  fitted  up  at  a  very  small  expense  as  a 
summer  camp  for  10  boys.  This  was  done  by  painting  the 
floors,  screening  the  windows,  whitewashing  and  repairing  an 
adjoining  woodshed  for  a  dormitory,  and  fixing  up  an  old  shed 
for  a  bath  house  and  laundry.  The  camp  was  ready  on  the 
twenty-sixth  day  of  June,  and  the  boys  were  transferred  from 
the  school  at  Waltham  on  that  date.  Since  their  arrival  they 
have  been  keenly  interested,  and  very  happy  and  helpful  in 
making  ready  the  farm  group  for  50  boys,  whom  we  expect  to 
admit  during  the  winter.  These  boys  consider  it  a  great  honor 
to  have  been  selected  from  among  several  hundred  boys  at  the 
Waltham  School  to  help  in  the  starting  of  a  new  institution. 
We  believe  our  50  boys,  when  admitted,  will  be  equally  happy 
in  helping  to  make  a  home  for  the  next  group  of  admissions. 

One  of  the  houses  has  been  thoroughly  renovated  and  fitted 
up  at  a  small  expense  for  a  hospital.  It  is  very  satisfactory 
to  know  that  we  have  a  place  in  which  our  people  can  be  prop¬ 
erly  cared  for  in  case  of  accident  or  sickness. 

In  the  spring  some  of  the  old  land,  which  had  not  been  cul¬ 
tivated  for  a  number  of  years,  was  ploughed  and  planted  with 
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vegetables.  Our  garden  has  supplied  us  with  an  abundance  of 
vegetables  during  the  summer  and  autumn,  and  there  is  stored 
,  in  our  cellars  a  plentiful  supply  for  the  winter  months. 

Our  chief  work,  however,  has  been  in  providing  a  suitable 
group  of  buildings  for  our  permanent  farm  department.  One 
of  the  farms  which  was  admirably  situated  for  this  purpose 
was  chosen.  This  place  had  a  good  house,  barn  and  valuable 
outbuildings.  The  house  is  undergoing  repairs,  and  a  system 
of  steam  heat  is  installed.  A  good  kitchen  annex  is  being  built. 
Upon  a  beautiful  pine  knoll,  about  300  feet  distant,  are  the 
sleeping  quarters  for  the  boys,  two  dormitories  and  a  bath  house 
of  simple  wood  construction.  Each  dormitory  is  designed  for 
25  beds.  There  is  an  abundance  of  refuse  wood  on  the  place, 
which  will  be  used  for  heating  these  dormitories. 

The  barn,  which  was  connected  with  the  house,  has  been 
moved  back  400  feet,  and  set  on  a  good  foundation  provided 
for  it,  where  there  is  ample  room  for  a  farm  yard.  When  a 
moderate  sum  has  been  expended  for  repairs,  this  will  make  a 
valuable  barn.  It  will  accommodate  8  horses,  12  head  of  cattle, 
and  furnish  storage  for  35  tons  of  hay. 

A  good  poultry  building,  which  will  accommodate  300  hens, 
was  too  near  the  house.  It  also  has  been  removed  to  a  suitable 
location. 

A  10,000-gallon  water  tank  has  been  erected  on  a  stone  tower, 
at  an  elevation  of  18  feet.  Water  pipes  have  been  laid  from  a 
good  well  to  this  tank  and  to  the  different  buildings,  1,300  feet 
in  all.  The  water  is  to  be  pumped  with  the  windmill  which 
was  on  the  place,  reinforced,  when  necess^y,  by  a  small  gaso¬ 
line  engine  which  has  been  installed  at  the  well. 

Another  building  has  been  fitted  up  for  a  laundry.  In  this 
were  installed  some  laundry  machinery  and  a  gasoline  engine. 
This  machinery  is  the  regular  size  used  in  laundry  plants,  and 
can  be  removed  to  our  central  laundry  when  that  building  is 
erected. 

Our  boys  have  not  only  cared  for  and  harvested  the  crops, 
but  have  with  their  own  teams  done  a  large  part  of  the  exca¬ 
vating,  and  hauled  all  of  the  1,000  perches  of  stone  used  in  the 
construction  work.  This  shows  the  practical  side  of  training 
these  boys,  and  the  utilization  of  their  labor,  but  does  not  em- 
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phasize  that  which  is  of  greater  value,  namely,  the  self-reliance 
and  manliness  gained  hy  the  hoys  in  the  doing  of  this  work. 

One  of  the  old  barns  on  the  premises  has  made  a  good  tem¬ 
porary  stable  for  our  horses  and  cows. 

Having  so  many  old  buildings  on  the  place  is  a  great  saving 
of  time  and  money  in  starting  a  new  institution.  Many  of  the 
old  buildings  have  already  been  utilized,  and  the  remaining 
ones  will  he  used  as  the  institution  develops.  This  advantage 
is  one  of  the  many  which  exemplifies  the  foresight  of  the  Board 
in  the  selection  of  this  site. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  Legislature  of  1908  be  asked  to 
appropriate  money  for  the  following  purposes :  — 

First.  —  Two  children’s  buildings,  of  brick  construction,  one 
for  each  sex,  each  building  to  accommodate  60  children. 

Second.  —  Qne  service  building  for  kitchen,  bakery  and  din¬ 
ing  room;  this  also  to  he  of  brick  construction,  without  any 
basement. 

Third.  —  Power  house  and  mechanics’  building.  This  to  he 
of  stone  construction,  with  flat  roof. 

Fourth.  —  One  employees’  building,  of  wood  construction, 
to  accommodate  20  female  employees. 

Fifth. — Water  supply. 

Sixth.  —  A  small  sum  for  buying  stock  and  farm  supplies. 

I  wish  here  to  thank  Dr.  Eernald  of  the  Waltham  School  for 
the  interest  he  has  shown  in  our  work,  especially  his  substantial 
expression  of  this  interest  in  the  beginning  hy  the  selection  from 
his  school  of  such  suitable,  helpful  hoys. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  to  the  trustees, 
as  a  Board  and  individually,  my  thanks  for  their  helpful  criti¬ 
cism  and  kindly  appreciation. 

* 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  L.  WALLACE,  M.D., 

Superintendent. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


Appropriation,  1906,  . 

Cost  of  land,  .... 
Commissions  paid  for  buying 
and  conveying  land, 

Surveying  land,  .... 

Balance,  .... 
Appropriation,  1907,  . 

Total,  ..... 
Advertising, 

Architects  (Kendall  &  Taylor),. 
Beds  and  bedding, 

Blacksmithing,  .... 
Brushes  and  brooms,  . 
Construction  (Thomas  P.  Hurley), 
Cement  and  lime, 

Contour  survey,  .... 

Cows, . 

Crockery,  glassware  and  cutlery, 
Carts,  farm  wagons  and  utensils, 
Chestnut  posts,  .... 
Doors  and  windows,  . 

Drain  pipe, . 

Dry  goods, . 

Express  and  freights, 

Fertilizer, . 

Fire  extinguishers, 

Framing  (map  of  land), 

Furniture, . 

Gasoline  engines  and  pump, 

Groceries, . 

Hardware, . 

Harnesses, . 

Hay  and  grain,  .... 

Hens, . 

Horses, . 

Horse  blankets  and  carriage  robes, 
Kitchen  furnishings,  . 

Amounts  carried  forward,  . 


$50,000  00 

$35,202  00 

1,323  00 
448  00 

-  36,973  00 


$13,027  00 
25,000  00 

-  $38,027  00 

$6  00 
346  50 
371  95 
1  76 
3  72 
6,640  00 
477  84 
398  00 
150  00 
69  22 
793  06 

14  40 
40  03 
60  00 

132  91 
17  69 
198  00 
17  00 

15  00 
981  78 
358  00 

17  63 
85  84 
272  05 
49  84 
20  00 
1,079  50 
27  75 
176  50 


$12,821  97  $38,027  00 
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Amounts  brought  forward ,  $12,821  97 


Labor  (M.  J.  McDonald), . 4,118  39 

Lamps, .  14  49 

Lumber, . -  74  68 

Moving  barn,  shop  and  poultry  building  (W.  C. 

Fuller), .  365  00 

Office  furniture, .  163  70 

Paints  and  oils, .  85  53 

Pipe  and  fittings, . 258  78 

Postage, .  80 

Range, .  115  00 

Repairs  on  old  buildings  and  improvements,  .  2,719  01 

Safe, .  72  50 

Salaries  and  wages, .  806  63 

Sewing  machine, .  30  00 

Seeds, . 55  70 

Stationery  and  office  supplies,  .  .  .  .  52  81 

Stoves, .  47  90 

Superintendent’s  trip  (visiting  institutions  for 

the  feeble-minded), .  128  07 

Telephone, .  5  61 

Taxes  (Ellis  property), .  20  57 

Test  wells, .  530  04 

Tin  and  wooden  ware, .  21  67 

Travel  and  expenses  (officials),  .  .  .  409  61 

Wages  not  on  pay  roll, .  18  77 

Wagons, .  190  00 

Water  tank, .  75  00 


$38,027  00 


23,202  23 


Balance, 


$14,824  77 


Maintenance  appropriation,  1907, 
Salaries,  labor  and  wages,  . 

Food :  — 


Butter, . 

$106  66 

Butterine, . 

4  50 

Eggs . 

14  90 

Groceries, . 

392  42 

Meats, . 

234  84 

Clothing  and  clothing  materials  :  — 

Boots  and  shoes, .... 

$34  50 

Clothing, . 

93  40 

Small  wares,  .... 

21  95 

.  $10,000  00 

$2,215  08 


753  32 


149  85 


Amounts  carried  forward , 


$3,118  25  $10,000  00 
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Amounts  brought  forward ,  ....  $3,118  25  1 10,000  00 


Furnishings :  —  . 


Brushes,  brooms,  etc., 

87  94 

Crockery  and  glassware,  . 

7  86 

Wooden  ware,  .  .  i  . 

1  40 

Wall  paper,  .... 

5  00 

22  20 

Heat,  light  and  power :  — 

C08;lj  •  •«••• 

$126  00 

0 1 1  y  •  •  •  •  •  • 

27  24 

IKS  OA 

Repairs  and  improvements :  — 

Hardware,  ...... 

$9  88 

Labor  not  on  pay  roll, 

14  23 

24  11 

Farm,  stable  and  grounds  :  — 

• 

Blacksmith  and  supplies,  . 

$58  16 

Hay  and  grain,  .... 

301  15 

Harness  repairs,  .... 

30 

Tools, . 

36  02 

Insecticide, . 

41  58 

Seeds, . 

8  34 

Veterinary  services,  . 

16  00 

<»  • 

461  55 

Miscellaneous :  — 

Athletic  goods,  . 

$6  48 

Entertainment,  . 

3  25 

Freight  and  express,  . 

112  06 

Ice,  ,  .  .  .  '  , 

35  19 

Medicines, . 

19  30 

Medical  attendance,  . 

1  00 

Printing  and  printing  supplies,  . 

17  00 

Postage,  .  .  .  .  . 

20  27 

Soap,  . 

13  65 

Stationery  and  office  supplies,  . 

16  73 

Travel  and  expenses  (officials), 

141  84 

■5  * 

Telephone  and  telegraph,  . 

26  41 

Sundries, . 

9  36 

Stenographer’s  services, 

1  50 

Employment  office  fees, 

4  55 

428  59 

4,207  94 

Balance,  .... 

$5,792  06 

GEORGE  L. 

WALLACE,  M.D., 

Treasurer. 


